John 21:1-19 (ESV)  

    After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way.  [2] Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together.  [3] Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. [4] Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.  [5] Jesus said to them, "Children, do you have any fish?" They answered him, "No."  [6] He said to them, "Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish.  [7] That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea.  [8] The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off. [9] When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread.  [10] Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught."  [11] So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn.  [12] Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared ask him, "Who are you?" They knew it was the Lord.  [13] Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish.  [14] This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. [15] When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He said to him, "Feed my lambs."  [16] He said to him a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He said to him, "Tend my sheep."  [17] He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" and he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep.  [18] Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go."  [19] (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, "Follow me." 
Intro: The law of inertia-force, friction and finality
Movements come and go, but the Gospel moves forward by its own proclamation, life and eternal salvation. (Many appearances of the resurrection) 
“One generation shall commend your works to another…”

· “peace to you” becomes “peace is with you”
The risen Jesus brings His perpetual victory that never falters to serve.
· He sends forth the Word when we are out in the waters of life to let us hear Him.

· The question had a short answer of “No” by all.

· Shows their need and confession was not a problem but right to the point. Jesus is risen so no reason to resist reality. (baptized)
· The declaration by Christ was an absolving proclamation. 

· Command that had the promise “you will catch fish” 

· “It is the Lord!” is a proper identification to the savior and nothing else. 

· Kretzmann, “In any calling, trade, occupation, or profession the blessing must be given by the Lord; without Him the most attentive efforts and apparent success are without value.” (526)

The risen Jesus brings His perpetual victory that never falters to serve.
· He draws us to rest upon the solid ground of His presence as savior. 

· There was an immediate turn of events to go to land.

· Denier now dives into the water (no glorious walking on the water)
· Net dragged in to count the blessings.
· The meal is already prepared without any work “Come have breakfast”
· “Our preaching should instead be such that of their own accord and without our command, people feel constrained themselves and press us pastors to serve the Sacrament” Preface SC, 247

The risen Jesus brings His perpetual victory that never falters to serve.
· He sends out servants to keep the saving peace of victory alive for His people. 

· Shrouded in sinners like St. Paul, Peter or any pastor

· Murderer, denier, what inherent greatness is there I with any men?

· End of month candidate call service at seminary

· How are they to receive the call to “Feed My Sheep?”

· Learn from the Word and Sacrament given by Jesus.

· Live to give the Word and Sacrament of Jesus.

· Calling out by preaching and serving the Supper

· Love for the Word is having it at work among God’s sheep.
· Part of ordination vows “Will you faithfully instruct both young and old in the chief articles of Christian doctrine, will you forgive the sins of those who repent, and will you promise never to divulge the sins confessed to you? Will you minister faithfully to the sick and dying, and will you demonstrate to the Church a constant and ready ministry centered on the Gospel? Will you admonish and encourage the people to a lively confidence in Christ and in holy living?”
The law of inertia is always against us, while the risen savior Jesus lives to serve us both now and for ever as St. John the Apostles says, “And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, ‘To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” Amen. Now may the peace of God which passes all under standing be with your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus to life everlasting, Amen.
