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Isaiah 50:4-10 (ESV)

The Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as those who are taught. [5] The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward.[6] I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. [7] But the Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. [8] He who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary? Let him come near to me. [9] Behold, the Lord God helps me; who will declare me guilty? Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. [10] Who among you fears the Lord and obeys the voice of his servant? Let him who walks in darkness and has no light trust in the name of the Lord and rely on his God.

“Time To Teach”

Grace, mercy and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Amen. Eight years later, the United States still grieves the loss of life over 9/11. Last Friday was a day of remembrance for what tragically fell upon us as an act of pure evil. So ingrained is this event, many have chosen to adopt the saying, “We will never forget.” However, riding upon the currents of what people experienced with the burning of jet fuel and falling of buildings fades away. Economic anxiety and health care questions easily cloud up the fact that August and July were recently the deadliest months for U.S. troops since the war on terrorism began(Wall Street Journal 8/27/09). Eight years has also brought children who have no personal reference to what we call “911.” The only way to “never forget” is to keep on teaching what took place and why it remains important. 

September 11th, 1869 marks another day of remembrance for those within our own church body. 150 years ago was the establishment of Concordia Publishing House. It was the second greatest achievement to that of constructing our seminaries. One serves in the formation of pastors while the other brings printed resources for congregations, pastors and individual families. Some might consider such a thing to be silly, but anyone who treasures their hymnal, portals of prayer, Lutheran Witness or are waiting for the new Concordia self-study Bible say otherwise. What all this material stands for is the uninhibited desire for teaching the Gospel in our lives. On this Rally Day Sunday, another year begins of celebrating Christian education. It comes in all shapes and sizes from Sunday school to the work of our synodical schools. All of it serves the purpose of teaching the cross and the promises Christ still brings for us today so no one forgets Him.  

Teachers are those who treasure the truth. The prophet Isaiah declared, “The Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as those who are taught.” Israel would not understand these words of Isaiah until after their captivity to the Babylonians. They considered his Word insignificant and out of step with the times. He did not tell them how to better their lives. Instead, His words at first served as a warning. Isaiah’s ears were opened to what God said was falsely being taught. He also had a mouth to teach the truth in its purity for their sake. How much would his Word of grace better serve them when they were finally made ready to learn by God sending the Israelites into captivity. 

The act of teaching hardly compares to other vocations in life. It rarely yields a visible product until many years down the road. Yet, what the ear hears and how the mouth speaks is more important than we will ever admit! Not everyone has the right to teach. The apostle James said, “Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.” This is why parents have the greatest calling to be responsible for what their children learn. Of course, since dad and mom cannot know everything God extends that calling out to pastors, teachers and other public figures. Then again, when adults refuse to take time to learn or parents consider education an ends for just getting a job. It serves us right to suffer from our sins so that we repent and be moved to listen to what parents, pastors and other teachers have to say for our salvation.

Yet, who are we to hear the truth from since all are by nature sinful and unclean? It is not as if the Devil lets the teaching of God’s truth be free for all to hear. He clouded the hearts and minds of the Israelites and still does it today. False teachers in both the church and state carry out this damage. One destroys the Law for protecting our life, while the other rips apart any hope in hearing the Gospel. However, Isaiah gave the Israelites a hopeful promise to listen to this servant sent by God. He said, “The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward. I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting.” God’s servants suffer out of love for speaking His truth into our lives. Tradition notes Isaiah himself was sawn in half during the reign of Manasseh who was one of the darkest kings in Judah before its fall. 

Beyond the suffering that comes upon faithful parents, pastors and other teachers of the truth. We have the suffering servant Jesus Christ. He bears with our lording over His Word and even brings His sacrifice to have at the Lord’s Supper. The savior puts up with sinful people like us proclaiming His salvation and teaching what it means to have His forgiveness in our lives. He does this for the sake of what He bore on the cross for our sins. Nevertheless, this only happens for a time, there are limits for abusing God’s grace given in Jesus. The Lutheran Fathers wrote, 

“To denounce works like the confession of doctrine, afflictions, works of charity, and the restraining of the flesh would be to denounce the outward administration of Christ’s rule among us.” (Tappert 133:193)

Without Christ ruling us by His good news and the joy of serving Him in His Kingdom that comes by the Word. We are left to the kingdom of this world that runs by the devices of the devil and the self-seeking interest of sinners. Still, the Lord’s faithfulness outlasts our rebellion. Since Jesus is risen, He remains the redeemer always striving harder than the sinner to raise up some in the future, to teach His truth and suffer for His Name sake.


 The situation at the present in the church and state is in a sticky situation. Only the baptized will have enough confidence to look away from the works of man to the very grace of God given for all in Jesus. Isaiah did not fall upon His own strength, rather He looked by faith to the everlasting hope in God’s Word. He said, “But the Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. He who vindicates me is near.” What gods of the nations be it an atheistic science, CEO strategies for success, or trying to change the church to be more like the culture compares to the true God who saves us by the grace given in His Son? None baptized into Christ will seek salvation in their knowledge, skill, or power for providing a way out. Luther writes, 

“… A fool has often offered better advice than many wise men, whereas wise people have usually done the greatest harm on earth, especially when they relied on their wisdom, did not act in their fear of God, and failed to pray with humble hearts for divine help and grace.” (Plass 452:1336)

Jesus’ own disciples later charged to write the New Testament Scriptures found this out to be true as well. They asked in the Gospel reading concerning the demon, “Why could we not cast it out?"  And the savior said to them, "This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer" (Mark 9:28-29). So what do we pray for today in our collect for the day? Read it with me, “Lord Jesus Christ, our support and defense in every need, continue to preserve Your Church in safety, govern her by Your goodness, and bless her with Your peace.” Safety, goodness, and peace remain in the Church when all are given over to the same purpose of keeping the cross and promises of Jesus front and center so that we will never forget Him. “Lord, we believe, help our unbelief.” Amen. Now may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, be with your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus to life eternal, amen.

