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John 20:1-2, 10-18 (ESV)

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb.  [2] So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, [10] "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him."  Then the disciples went back to their homes. [11] But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb.  [12] And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet.  [13] They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him."  [14] Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  [15] Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away."  [16] Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned and said to him in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher).  [17] Jesus said to her, "Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.' "  [18] Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"—and that he had said these things to her.

“Weeping, Seeking, Seeing”

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Amen. During the Higher Things Conference, the youth saw first hand an incident unlike no other. It happened at the security checkpoint in the San Antonio airport as we were preparing to return home. Passing through the scanners left one in our group to have to go through a more careful inspection. Fortunately, they were not the problem as much as it was their Bible. That is right, not a metal aerosol can or liquid container, but God’s Word was holding up the line. Even some of the other TSA personnel were giving strange looks at their co-worker flipping through the pages. I did not realize a youth Bible entitled “Faith alive” could cause so much trouble, but it did. After three scans in the machine and several minutes later, the answer was a bookmark found buried deep in the text. 


As much as it was humorous, there is also a sad fact to the whole incident. God’s Word is dead to this sinful world. There is more concern for looking at what might be hiding in these pages to harm a person, than hearing what God openly proclaims as His good news for all people. Our eyes have seen Jesus stripped of His glory as savior in the culture just as His Gospel is beaten down to be meaningless words to hear. Celebrating the festival of St. Mary Magdalene today, helps us to discover what kept this faithful woman so close to Christ throughout the darkest hours. She was there at His suffering by the hands of sinners, at His shameful death upon the cross, and at the emptiness of His tomb. This would leave anyone weeping and searching for answers. We may be in a similar position with a culture that has apparently killed Christ. However, St. Mary Magdalene was also the first to be in the presence of the resurrection. We rejoice with her that Jesus comes to speak His victorious life to us. 


Neither men nor angels possess what we need to have a justifying faith in the Gospel. Mary was close to the disciples, since the Messiah brought them all together. It only makes sense that she went to them looking for comfort saying, “They have taken away the Lord…” However, upon inspection of an empty tomb there was nothing to say. Apart from Jesus, what did they really have in common? What a painful sight for Mary to witness as, “The disciples went back to their homes.” It left her weeping at the tomb. She knew the brutality of human life, more than as a woman, but the spiritual helplessness of having been possessed by seven demons (Luke 8:2). With the absence of Christ who had cast them out. What would stop them from coming back into her life? Not even the angels celebrating the triumph of the cross could give her what she needed. The answer to their question was very personal saying, “They have taken away my Lord.” For Mary, all doubt and fear clouded the joy already being celebrated in heaven.   

The savior comes to speak differently from that of men and angels. He brings life as well as His own glory. Whatever we seek from family, friends or spiritual experience does not compare to what only Jesus gives by His Word. Men will finally leave us at the tomb so they can go on with their lives. The majesty of heaven cannot remove the pain of death when it comes, the agony of our own sin or the fear of what evils can fall upon our lives. Only Christ saved Mary Magdalene. Only He saves us. Where the Word of the Gospel is preached there is also present a true savior for He justifies by faith alone in Him. Mary did not recognize Jesus at first, but the loving Lord knew her and could easily call out her name. The same saving Word went out of the way to name us in baptism and still calls out to us each day. Beyond the loving hand of our parents or helpful touch by another the risen Christ cared for us by the Water and His Word.   

Whatever doubts or fears before our eyes in life or that of the visible church. One thing is for certain, Christ is very much alive not in a building or group of people, but simply by the faithful proclamation of His life giving good news that comes from the cross. These pages of scripture men have picked and prodded to death so none read it and others have tried to compensate by clinging to the works of the Law for their salvation. However, the Gospel holds a victory that turns hearts and minds back to Jesus alone. He loves us. He died for us. He saves us. No matter what time in life, the same savior comes to bring His true body and blood not merely as our Lord, but my Lord. The sacrament is a public meal that expresses the love we have in doctrine and life, but never over against it being a personal meal that says, “Given and shed for you.”  Mary says, “Rabboni” we just as well can say, “Amen” after celebrating this holy feast of Christ’s victory. 

Because the savior stands with the glory of His sacrifice and resurrection, we receive the joy of the angels and the better message to bring to men. Out of fear and love, Mary clung to Jesus. Yet, His Word would justify her even more by saying, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” Whatever Mary thought to be close before the cross was nothing compared to after the cross. Jesus perfect relationship with the Father now belongs for all to have not by right, but by grace through faith in Him. Such a promise let Mary go to the disciples with a confession not about her life, but Jesus’ life that came from what He said. Professor John Pless from our Fort Wayne Seminary writes, 

“Christian teaching is not about attitude adjustment, behavior modification, or the manipulation of emotions; it is about telling the Good News of Jesus, whose blood cleanses us from all sin, frees us from dead works, and gives us a new mind made alive by His Spirit” (Teacher Interaction, fall 09’ 4).

There is much to have doubt and fear over, especially in world like today. Something needs to be said not with our sinful hearts or wishful thinking, but from the undying life of Jesus. It means the Word works to give faith so the empty tomb is not so empty when we hear the joyous good news of the Gospel. Amen. Now may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, be with your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus to life eternal. Amen. 

