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1 John 1:1-2:2 (ESV)

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— [2] the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— [3] that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  [4] And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. [5] This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.  [6] If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.  [7] But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.  [8] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  [9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  [10] If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. [2:1] My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  [2] He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

“Christ’s Light Upon Us”

Grace, mercy and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Amen. Only the risen savior could have kept such a diverse group of disciples together. They came from different locations, had various occupations and struggled uniquely over their sins. Yet, fear united them behind locked doors. It was behind these doors where Jesus made the Church alive by saying, “Peace be with you.” He declared the Gospel to the ten as well as spoke it personally to the one doubting Thomas. Christ did conquer the cross and its darkness. His light outshined all sin, death and powers of the Devil. The life of the Church relied on Jesus’ Word as its life. His forgiveness made the fellowship for being with God and each other.


In today’s world, it is hard to fathom such a picture brought about by the risen savior. We look around and society is not so much “one” when it many segments for living. Family is far from the “typical” mom and dad with some kids, but can be diverse from the next. Even the “unity” of the church is not very evident considering several hundred denominations exist in America alone. This splintering is only the Devils way of finally causing despair and doubt, first with God and then with others. The goal is to make us be alone with sin and death. However, the baptized in Christ are never in isolation. St. John the Apostle writes of a similar fragmentation already going on within the 1st century church. Our fellowship with God and each other relies solely on Jesus’ Word raising us up by the power of the Gospel.  


“If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” The baptized are together in the light and not divided by the darkness. There is truth and there is error. There is right and there is wrong. There is good doctrine and there is false doctrine. Some thought they could have the best of both worlds. St. John spoke against the foolish greed of sinners. Darkness only destroys and creates chaos. The Church was not made of many, but one life, one baptized body redeemed in the blood of Christ. Sin was sin and the savior was the savior. Faith alone in Jesus did not leave anyone without a loving fellowship that walked together in the light of His Word and sacrifice.   


 None who comes in Jesus’ Name by the promise of their baptism walks back out into their own darkness. It seems children are getting wrong message from the church. A professor from our Concordia school system writes, 

“…Today’s Christian teenagers subscribe to an unbiblical moralistic therapeutic deism. In this vision God is a comforting spiritual abstraction who exists to make you feel good about yourself but who does not pester you with any actual teachings or demands on your life” (Life of The World vol. 13, #1). 

It is one thing to fall into sin and another to build your life around it. None can selfishly make the claim to teach or act any way they want when our baptism says we already died with Christ. Anything else only despises repentance and faith in the Gospel and causes division among the fellowship. Others struggle with the same sin while someone else has learned to accept it. Christ’s victory of the cross has brought the truth of doctrine and life from God’s Word. This light will make us conscience of sin, but not without the savior’s promise of salvation. He keeps us beneath the blood of His sacrifice. 


“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.” There is no illusion about the fellowship of the church when there is no illusion with our fellowship with God. Only Christ brings the power of the Gospel that puts away our prideful fears to hear His risen forgiveness. St. John describes those trying to be something they were not. This is the worst of all delusions because the light of God’s Word has no place for proclamation. In other words, it is to care nothing for the Gospel. The denial of the sinful nature sinks into worldly excuses or purely stands believing it can do no wrong. Who needs the light when You are the light? This somewhat conflicts with our prayer for the day when we said, “Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God.”  

Trading the truth of God’s Word to live a lie is the most common darkness in our day. It is joke to paint the fellowship of Christians as anything less than living with the forgiveness of Christ. This love shows the love of the Gospel, not with works of man but in what God works for man. Everyone wants to believe they are loving, but no one really wants to be loved as a fearful sinner. As a result, we find ways to justify our actions or that of others, when God has promised to justify us by the righteous forgiveness won on the cross. The rite of confession and absolution shows the love Jesus brings into the midst of all our fearful failings. It is His way of saying, “Peace be with you.” We do not stand on our love for fellowship, but in the loving presence of His Word. The baptized have no desire to pridefully build on ourselves apart from confessing our fellowship first to the saving God of grace. Jesus told His Church that, “If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” The cleansing work of the cross never makes the savior into a liar. He died in the darkness and promises that the light of His living Word will shine in us. 


 “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.” The world will continue to splinter into all different ways. Sin will bring a kind of a separating death, as people move farther and farther apart from each other and God. Humanity has lost touch with what is truth and how to love. This causes despair, but the baptized move from despair to the joy of Christ’s victory for all. The sacrament is His true body and blood with us that comes to be in us. “Jesus does not make excuses for our sins nor does He deny them but He pleads for us on the basis of His own righteousness” (Bul’s notes). This sacrifice set in the cross lives in the world to raise up faith in God’s love by His Son. It brings an eternal fellowship more precious than family, race, status or town, but into the one body of Christ. His Word makes the difference because it is the only Word shining out of death with the light of His life and truth for us all. Amen. Now may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, be with your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus to life eternal, Amen.  
