PAGE  
1

Matthew 25:14-30 (ESV)

"For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property.  [15] To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.  [16] He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more.  [17] So also he who had the two talents made two talents more.  [18] But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money.  [19] Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them.  [20] And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.'  [21] His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.'  [22] And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.'  [23] His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.'  [24] He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed,  [25] so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.'  [26] But his master answered him, 'You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed?  [27] Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest.  [28] So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents.  [29] For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.  [30] And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'

“Time To Invest”

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Amen. No amount of stimulus checks or bailout money will stabilize the economy. It lies solely in the hands of both the buyers and sellers. Yet,

what happens when there are those who try to live outside of their means with excessive debt? What happens when there are those who do have money, but never spend it? Laxity and fear really are two sides of the same coin affecting our free market society. What is a free market? Well, it is when, 

“…Buyers and sellers do not coerce each other, in the sense that they obtain each other’s property without the use of physical force, threat of physical force, or fraud, nor is the transfer coerced by a third party….the effect of these decisions all together (en masse) is described by the law of supply and demand.” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_market#History_and_ideology
As long as people learn to live in their means as well as spend their money in good faith, we will remain in a free market. 


The true church understands such an environment of freedom without coercion because it upholds God’s grace for all in Jesus. Having said this, today’s parable shows what happens when some who receive the Gospel are unable to live by the Gospel. You would think those servants who were given more would have been all the more fearful or lazy to invest what they had. If one talent was worth 15 years wages, five talents would have made a person set for a lifetime! However, the problem was not in the possession, but finally in the person. The servant with the single talent who had the least to risk, the least to worry about received a harsh judgment by the master. His lack of desire to do anything good finally came from the lack of faith in the one He served. God’s grace runs as a free market in the Church by the proclamation of the Gospel. It supplies and demands a confidence from us to invest our lives with the salvation we do have in Jesus until He comes.


The master had no problem giving away what He had to His servants. Promoting socialism was far from His intent. For the text states, “To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability.” Some had more responsibility than another, but they all had responsibility. However, where this drove some into boldness it sent one into fear hiding away what he had. The only excuse he could give to the master at His return was, “I knew you to be a hard man.” Fear is a tool of the Devil used against the baptized who have become servants of Jesus. It can make us stop dead in our tracks and silences God’s good work in our life. How can this happen? In the very moment we imagine that what we are to do is more important than what Jesus does for us. Fear hides from making decisions, speaking the truth and acting with responsible love toward others. We make God into the Law instead of one who has brought the promise of the Gospel.


Jesus, our master, has supplied us with the Law of His grace. He gives the assurance that the forgiveness of sins and eternal life comes by His suffering and death. Such a confidence in the cross pushes fear away because it clings to Jesus alone. A servant can act boldly in their life for the good of their family, wellbeing of their church, or in service to their community when they have a master who serves them. None of the baptized need hide from what God gives to them in gifts because the savior does not hide what He does for us. The Lutheran Fathers declare, 

“…We are talking about that particular faith that believes the promise being offered, not just a faith that in a general way believes that God exists but one that believes the forgiveness of sins is being offered. This use of the sacrament comforts devout and anxious minds” (Kolb, 222:22).  

The Word and Sacrament take fear away to live faithfully toward God in our lives with confident trust in Jesus’ life. He saves us by the perfect work that He brings to us repeatedly at worship in His Divine Service. To hide from doing good out of fear of it never be good enough gets nothing done. Let alone, it points the finger at God, denies Christ’s work, and receives judgment because salvation is by the Law of God’s grace to be His servants without fear.


There is another aspect that brought the servant into judgment other than fear. He was just plain lazy. The master declared, 

“You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed?  Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest.” 

The servant treated the gift of the talent as nothing when he knew it was something. There are thousands of places to hide what he had, but this servant took the time to dig a whole and bury it in the ground. He deliberately wanted it out of site and out of mind. Things that die go into the earth, so the master’s gift was dead to him. In the end, he did not consider himself a servant of the master. C.F.W Walther warns us of the same danger today for he proclaims, 

“Are there not millions of people who were once baptized in the name of the triune God who no longer regard and declare God’s Word to be God’s Word but rather a miserable book of fairy tales and myths? Yes! In addition, are there not many who want to be faithful Christians, but who are so poisoned by unbelief and by false explanation of our age that they can no longer believe much of what is written in the Bible, rejecting this or that portion, or preferring instead to follow their own reason, their own heart, or the principles of the world?” (God Grant It 898)

Burying the Word of God is to bury Jesus, the Gospel, and forgiveness. It is proof that we want to be the master and not the servant.

The Law of God’s grace not only supplies life, but it also demands to be in our life. No one has a free pass to do what they want apart from God’s Word. That life died in baptism, drowns each day to self and rises to the savior. Jesus’ work of forgiving sins by the Word and sacrament drives away the bad so that we can go to what He says is good. Christ may have appeared useless on the cross to man, but not to God the Father who was forgiving the sins of the world by His Son. This crucified body and blood is the victory we celebrate at the Lord’s Supper and Christ’s true presence makes us useful to both God and man. Like the servants, no matter what we have or who we are we still have but one master. Yet, the greatest gift shared the single talent that we do all have and never need to bury is that of repentance and faith in Jesus. That alone brings good fruit into our lives as we humble ourselves before the God of grace. His proclamation of forgiveness supplies salvation by faith, demands faithfulness to the Word, and multiplies our blessings by bearing the cross. Truly, we have a free market in the Church by the preaching of the Gospel. It brings a confidence for us to invest our lives with the salvation we do have in Jesus until He comes. No amount of stimulation by man’s works or bailout methods has ever stabilized the church. It lies solely in the hands of God’s grace that both supplies and demands the work of Jesus to be freely in our lives.  Now may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, be with your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus to life eternal, Amen.
